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Company Profile 

 

CANTOR + NISSEL: LEADERS IN THEIR FIELD 
David Cantor founded the original company in 1964 and the Cantor & Silver 
partnership was created in 1973 when he incorporated his business with that 
of Leslie Silver. A limited company was formed in 1975 and relocated in 
Brackley, Northamptonshire. 
During the 80s and 90s Cantor & Silver Limited acquired several companies: 
Focus Contact Lenses Limited, CLM (Contact Lenses) Limited, Speciality 
Contact Lenses Limited and Cambridge Precision Limited. 
In August 2000, Cantor & Silver Limited acquired Nissel Limited and changed 
its name to Cantor + Nissel Limited to reflect the incorporation of the Nissel 
range of products. 
Cantor + Nissel Limited is the largest independent contact lens manufacturing 
company in Europe and it has distributors in most European countries. The 
company exports its finished lenses and artificial eyes widely, with Cantor + 
Nissel products being prescribed by eyecare practitioners in over 60 countries 
worldwide. 
The company has a history of innovation and leading edge product 
development; its independence enables it to respond promptly to the specific 
needs and expectations of its customers. 
Cantor + Nissel Limited is renowned for its comprehensive range of high 
quality products and its superb standards of service. The company was 
awarded the CE mark in 1996. 
 
 
 
Cantor + Nissel Limited 
Market Place 
BRACKLEY 
Northamptonshire 
NN13 7NN 
UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1280 702002 
Fax: +44 (0)1280 703003 
E-mail: orders@cantor-nissel.co.uk 
www.cantor-nissel.co.uk  
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Ordering, Delivery and Accounts 
 

Placing orders: 
 

By Post 
Cantor + Nissel Limited 
Market Place 
Brackley 
Northampton 
NN13 7NN 
 
By Telephone 
+44 (0)1280 702002 
Monday ï Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm 
24-hour answering service 
 
By Fax 
+44 (0)1280 703003 
 
By E-mail 
orders@cantor-nissel.co.uk 
 
Delivery 
Soft lenses are supplied from stock whenever possible.  Lenses that have to 
be manufactured to prescription are generally despatched within 7-10 working 
days (10-14 for tinted lenses).  Rigid lenses are despatched within 5-7 days 
of receipt of order, unless requested sooner. Urgent orders received by letter, 
telephone, fax or E-mail will be despatched the same day whenever possible.  
Please send urgent orders as early as possible in the day. 
 
Modifications to rigid lenses 
Adjustment to rigid lenses are carried out and despatched within three days 
of receipt at our offices. 
  

Ordering, Delivery 

and Accounts 
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Records 
Full records of each case, including subsequent replacements and 
modifications, are retained.  When requesting replacements, it is essential to 
quote the original order number.  CE mark regulations require orders to be 
retained for a period of 5 years. 
 
Professional Services 
A consultant is available to assist with technical queries by post or telephone.  
Special diagnostic sets or loan lenses are available on request.  Please select 
Option 2 from the phone menu when calling. 
 
Accounts 
Invoices are prepared daily.  A statement of account is sent monthly.  We ask 
that our customers pay by statement within 25 days of the date of the 
statement.  Please select Option 4 from the phone menu when calling. 
 
Terms and Conditions 
A copy of the companyôs terms and conditions is available on request. 
 
  

Ordering, Delivery 

and Accounts 
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Single Use Trial Lenses 
 
The 'remote theoretical risk' of transmitting vCJD through contact lenses 
created something of a dilemma among practitioners used to relying on 
diagnostic lenses in order to assess best fit and prescription for a potential 
rigid lens patient.  It also created a resistance to prescribe a product that 
could not first be tried when tolerance and suitability are so critical. 
The Cantor & Nissel initiative to supply single-use trial sets in PMMA to a 
practitioner's preferred design has ensured consistency - and even an 
upsurge - in the RGP market. 
Our free trial set policy means that the busy practitioner can continue to 
perform trials as before, but with single-use lenses. These can be promoted 
as a benefit - presented to the patient in sterile, sealed, condition and 
disposed of after use.  Each set is accompanied by a supply of re-order forms 
for replacement of the single-use lenses as they are disposed of. Our RGP 
lenses all carry the right to up to two free exchanges if required and there is a 
75% credit if the patient eventually discontinues. The single-use trial set does, 
however, largely remove the risk of eventual incompatibility. 
Single-use trial sets are supplied principally in our market-leading Oxyflex 4F 
and Metr02 designs ex-stock. They can also be produced for you in the 
traditional Percon design or in any design of your choice which we will then 
be pleased to reproduce for you for your Rx requirements. 

 
 

Apply now for your free single-use trial set and continue to fit RGP 

Patients with confidence. 

 
  

Single Use Trial lenses 
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30 Days 
Lens Design and Material 
30 Days is a high specification 55% monthly disposable soft lens which will fit 
most of the soft lens patients presenting to an average contact lens practice. 
30 Days features a Bicurve back surface and a complex Tricurve front 
surface which provides a carefully controlled thickness profile to maintain 
healthy eyes during wear.  30 Days lenses are produced by a sophisticated 
liquid edge moulding process. 
 

 
 
 
Product features 
ü Visibility tint for ease of handling 
ü Sample lenses are available for trials 

30 Days 
 

55% water content monthly 

disposable soft lenses for daily wear 
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Technical Information 

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
Minus Power 8.60 
Plus Power 8.80 

14.25 

Power Range -0.25D to -6.00D in 0.25D steps 
 -6.00D to -8.00D in 0.50D steps 
 +0.25D to +5.00D in 0.25D steps 
 +5.00D to +8.00D in 0.50D steps 
Centre Thickness at -3.00D 0.07mm 
Visibility Tint Standard 
Material 55% Ocufilcon D 
ISO Material Classification Ocufilcon D II 2 
Permeability (Dk) 16 x 10-11 (cm2/s) [ml O2/(ml . mmHg)] 
Package Blister pack 
Supplied  in Packs of 6 for 6 monthsô supply 

 
  

30 Days 
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Bandage Lenses 
Using our Hydrolens design these lenses have wide applications in the 
hospital environment. 
Each bandage lens is individually inspected to ensure quality and accuracy, 
as well as being engraved óNISSEL BANDAGEô on the circumference. 
 
 Bandage lenses 

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
Please refer to the Hydrolens 67 section on this manual for available sizes 

Power Plano 
Available To Order As Hydrolens Benz Bandage  
 Hydrolens 67 Bandage 
 Hydrolens SiH Bandage 

Sizes and materials are dependent on Sagital depth and final thickness 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Afocal Bandage lenses 

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.40, 8.80 15.50 

Available To Order As Hydrolens 67 Afocal Bandage 
 
 
 
 

  

Bandage Lenses 
 
A range of hydrogel lenses for use 

as bandage lenses in hospitals 
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New Bellina and New Fabula Cosmetic Lenses 
Cantor + Nissel have used their unrivalled expertise in hand painted and 
prosthetic contact lenses to develop two outstanding cosmetic lens designs 
available in plano and powered forms on a quarterly replacement basis. 
 
New Fabula lenses are a two colour composition based on the results of a 
specialist design programme to develop a ónaturalô iris pattern. This iris 
pattern is available in six carefully selected colours. 
 
New Bellina lenses include an additional limbal ring to further improve the 
appearance of the lens. This advanced three-colour technique provides 
enhanced depth and definition offering greater realism and a natural look. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

New Bellina  
New Fabula 
Cosmetic Lenses 
Frequent replacement opaque 

cosmetic soft contact lenses 

Three Colour Design Two Colour Design 

Ice Blue Chestnut Brown 

Pacific Blue Violet 

Leaf Green Slate Grey 

Moss Green Glacier Blue 

Cedar Brown Sapphire Blue 

Smokey Soft Lilac 
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Availability and delivery 
Plano lenses are available from stock. Powered lenses are made to order 
which normally takes approximately 10 working days. Cantor + Nissel staff 
can advise on suitable colours.  
 
A set of twelve plano colour reference lenses can be supplied to order. 
 
Lenses are moulded; there is a recommendation that they are replaced every 
three to six months. 
 
Standard Lenses 

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.60 14.50 

Power  -6.00D to +4.00D in 0.25D steps 
Visible Iris Diameter  (mm) 13.00 
Open Pupil Diameter (mm) 5.00 
  

 
  

New Bellina  
New Fabula 
Cosmetic Lenses 
 
 



 

 
 

CSD.180 Issue 9 January 2012 10  
 

Cantor Prosthetics 
Cantor Prosthetic soft lenses, formerly Cooper Prosthetic, are now made and 
distributed worldwide by Cantor + Nissel. These high quality prosthetic lenses 
can disguise Corneal Scars, Congenital Coloboma, Aniridia and Traumatic 
Iridoplegia. They feature a patented chemistry which creates a glossy, 
smooth front surface and utilise computer generated colour reproducibility for 
consistency of continued replacements.  Cantor prosthetics are also available 
as Toric lenses. 

 
Lens Geometry and Material 

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.00, 8.20, 8.40, 8.60, 8.80, 9.00, 9.20, 9.40 13.00, 13.50, 14.00, 14.50, 15.00 
Power  -20.00D to +20.00D in 0.25D steps 
Open Pupil Diameter  (mm) 4.50 
Closed Pupil Diameter (mm) 3.50, 4.00, 4.50, 5.00 
Visible Iris Diameter 12.00 
Material 38% PolyHema 
Permeability (Dk) 8.4 x 10-11  

 
 

Toric lenses are also available to order, please contact us for more 
information 

  

Cantor Prosthetics 
 
Prosthetic soft lenses with near-

photographic quality iris detail 
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¶ Comfortable 

¶ Consistent reproducibility 

¶ Available in both open or closed pupil 

¶ Clear back surface or black back surface 

¶ Clear back option will allow natural iris  
colour to show through 

 

 CC ï Clear Backing Closed Pupil 
 CO ï Clear Backing Open Pupil 
 BC ï Black Backing Closed Pupil 
 BO ï Black Backing Open Pupil 
 

  

Cantor Prosthetics 
 

02CO 02BC 04CO 04BO 06CO 

07CO 09CC 09BO 06BC 

10CO 10BC 

07BC 

11CO 11CC 12CO 

12BC 13CO 13BC 14CO 14BO 
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ChromaGenTM 
Lens design 
Colour blindness is a condition affecting 0.5 per cent of women and eight per 
cent of men. The ChromaGenTM lens is tinted to allow the brain to perceive 
images differently, enabling the patient to discriminate between colours which 
they could not normally óseeô.  Most people need only one lens to help their 
colour vision. 
 
 

 
 
 
Product features 
ü Can make a big difference to those patients who are colour defective 

ü Full information pack available; please call for details 

ü Used to assist patients with ASD (Academic Skills Disorder) such as 

dyslexia 

 
Diagnostic sets 
A product-specific diagnostic set is essential.  Please call professional 
Services (Option 2 on the phone menu) for details. 
 
Spectacle lenses 
Spectacle lenses, which can be plano or corrected, are available fitted or in 
uncuts in the full range of colours.  A mirror coating is available at an 
additional charge if required. 
  

ChromaGen
TM

 
 

A range of daily wear soft lenses 
designed to improve colour 

discrimination 
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Lens geometry and material 

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.40, 8.60, 9.00 13.50, 14.00, 14.50, 15.00 

Power Range Unlimited 
Material 59% Hioxifilcon A 
ISO Material Classification Filcon II 2 
Permeability (Dk) 22 x 10-11 Fatt Units @ 35oC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

The ChromaGenTM colour filter is 
available in a choice of diameters to 
suit individual needs. 

ChromaGen 
TM 
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Concept 60 
 

 
 

Please order Hydrolens Benz with EV  
(59% Water Content)  

Concept 60 
 

High water content aberration 

controlled soft lenses 
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With traditional 
spherical designs, 
light rays converge 
to a ócircle of 
confusionô 

EV Aberration Controlled Lenses 
The Cantor + Nissel EV is an aberration controlled single vision soft lens that 
provides clear, sharp and consistent vision both near and far especially under 
adverse conditions of light and contrast. 
 

ü EV can provide improved vision for people with low levels of 

astigmatism. 

ü The aberration controlled optics of EV can aid the marginal 

Presbyope. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

EV aberration controlled 
lenses 
Hydrogel lens with aberration-
controlled optics to provide 
enhanced vision 
 
 

EV aberration 
controlled optics 
focuses light better 
to a common focal 
point 
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Technical Information 

Available on all designs and materials 
  
 
Quick fitting guide 
ü Full refraction and eye examination 

ü Keratometry 

 
Initial lens specification 

Base Curve 8.40mm óKô values 7.45mm or less 
8.80mm óKô values up to 7.85mm 

9.20mm óKô values flatter than 7.85mm 
 

Diameter (mm) 14.00 
 

Power Use spectacle Rx allowing for BVD where applicable. 
Where cylinders exist transpose to minus form 

Ignore cylinders up to and including 0.75D 
25% of cylinders in excess of 0.75D should be added to 

base sphere e.g. +2.00/-1.00 use +1.75D 
 

  

EV aberration controlled 
lenses 
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Extreme H2O 
Day long comfort from a lens that will not dry on the eye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The monthly disposable Extreme H2O lens, available through Cantor + Nissel, 
is the soft lens of choice for patients who work in demanding environments. 
Extreme H2O lenses dehydrate 5 times more slowly than Hema lenses and 
rehydrate 5 times more quickly. Extreme H2O lenses are therefore ideal for 
patients who suffer from dry eye conditions, have a low blink rate or who work 
in air-conditioned or other dry environments. 
 
Benefits of Extreme H2O lenses: 
ü Day-long comfort 
ü Will not dry out on the eye 
ü Particularly suited for computer users 
ü Should be the first-choice daily wear Hydrogel for patients with dry 

eyes 
  

Extreme H2O 
 
A premium monthly disposable lens 
range 
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Technical Information 
Centre Thickness @-2.50D 0.08mm 
Material 59% Hioxifilcon A 
ISO Material Classification Hioxifilcon A II 2 
Permeability (Dk) 21 x 10-11 (cm2/s) [ml O2/(ml . mmHg)] 
Package Blister pack 
Supplied  in Packs of 6 for 6 months supply 

 
 
  

Extreme H2O 
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Extreme H2O Thin  

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.60 14.20 

Power Range -6.00D to +6.00D in 0.25D steps 
 -6.00D to -8.00D in 0.50D steps 

 

Extreme H2O Xtra  

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.30, 8.60 14.20 

Power Range 8.30 (Steep) -0.25D to -6.00D in 0.25D steps 
 -6.00D to -8.00D in 0.50D steps 
Power Range 8.60 -6.00D to +6.00D in 0.25D steps 
 -6.00D to -10.00D in 0.50D steps 

 
Extreme 54%  

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.30  13.60 
8.60 14.20 

Power Range 8.30  -6.00D to +6.00D in 0.25D steps 
 -6.00D to -12.00D in 0.50D steps 
Power Range 8.60 -0.25D to -6.00D in 0.25D steps 

 
Extreme 54% Toric  

Base Curve (mm) Diameter (mm) 
8.60  14.20 

Power Range ï Low Cyl -0.75 Plano to -6.00D in 0.25D steps 
Axis 30, 60, 90, 120, 150, 180 
Power Range ï Med Cyl -1.25 Plano to -6.00D in 0.25D steps 
Axis 10, 20, 80, 90, 100, 160, 170, 180 

 
  

Extreme H2O 
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Hand Painted Lenses 
 
Fitting and parameters 
Any combination of parameters and powers can be manufactured, including 
Toric lenses. Lenses can be made up to 22.00mm diameter and can be 
stabilised if a non-radially symmetrical effect is required. 

Colour details 
Photographs, iris buttons, prostheses or artwork can be copied.  Alternatively, 
an óiris identificationô poster can be supplied. 

Clear pupils 
Clear pupils are available in any diameter. Because the opaque is throughout 
the thickness of the lens, there may be some glare when very small pupils are 
requested (particularly with high plus prescriptions). This may be resolved by 
adding a black annulus around the pupil. This may also improve cosmesis. 

Black pupils 
Occlusive black pupils are available in any diameter. Because the black pupil 
is added to the front of the lens, a larger than expected pupil may be required 
to get good occlusion. If this is not cosmetically acceptable, it is possible to 
paint an opaque ópatchô matching the iris around a smaller pupil to achieve 
occlusion. 
 
Opaquing 
The colours that are used are transparent and on most eyes require a white 
salt that is precipitated within the lens matrix to be effective. This is slightly 
translucent and the apparent colour of the lens will be affected by the colour 
of the eye; the same lens will appear darker on an Aniridic eye than when 
worn on a light, scarred cornea.  Please indicate the condition of the eye on 
which the lens is to be worn. 
It is sometimes possible to use lenses with no opaque when fitting totally 
white corneas. 
Fading colours is not usually a problem with these lenses but there is a small 
percentage of patients whose tears may remove the opacity from the lens. 
If this happens, the lenses can be re-opaqued for a nominal charge but it is 
possible that the problem will recur. A thicker lens may reduce the loss of 
opaque material. 

Hand Painted Lenses 
 
High water content lenses, hand 
painted to produce colour matches 
prosthetic or special effects 
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Colour adjustments 
Although every attempt is made to be accurate, it is not always possible to 
exactly reproduce the required colour. If a lens is not acceptable, it may be 
returned and we will attempt to adjust the colour. 
 
óOffsetô lenses 
Strabismus can be masked by using a large stabilised lens with the iris 
painted eccentrically and the scleral portion opaqued, coloured and veined. 
(A separate information sheet is available on this.) 
 
Special effect lenses 
Lenses can be produced for special effects for photography, film and 
television. 
 
Reproducibility 
Each lens is individually produced and we cannot guarantee exact 
duplication. It is possible to create a photographic record of the lens and this 
can assist when reordering lenses; a digital image is retained in the studio 
and a print is despatched with the finished lens. By using the reference 
number included in the print when reordering we are able to access all the 
details of the lens.  A charge is made for this service which also covers any 
subsequent photographs of lens adjustments. 
 
Delivery 
Lenses are normally despatched 10-21 days from receipt of order.  Lenses 
that require special designs may take a little longer. It is sometimes possible 
to make lenses more quickly, however these órushô orders attract a surcharge 
of 30%. 
 
Additional information 
If you require further information on hand painted or special effect lenses or 
an iris identification poster please contact our office or studio. 
  

Hand Painted Lenses 
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Hydrocyl Soft Torics 
 
Lens design and material 
Hydrocyl is a unique range of Toric soft lenses, combining design, material 
options and manufacturing technology to provide the busy practitioner with a 
high performance premium product. Hydrocyl lenses are easy to fit, 
straightforward to order and designed to be extremely comfortable to wear. 
Hydrocyl lens design has been optimised for comfort and stability; lenses are 
produced by a precision, computer controlled manufacturing process. 
 
 

Product features 
ü Dynamic stabilisation using differential thinning 
ü Back surface Toric for maximum stability 
ü Prism-free ultra-thin optic zone 
ü Inferior lid interaction to provide stable orientation 
ü Thin, tapered, uniform edge profile 

Hydrocyl  
 
A premium range of prescription soft 
Torics, available in a choice of water 
contents 
 
 
 
































































































































